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Message from the President

Dear IART Alumni:

My greetings and best
wishes through this
inaugural e-Newsletter,
a new initiative towards
networking, better
visibility and sharing of
information on wvaried
activities of our alumni
and the Alma Mater.

We as alumni of IARI
feel privileged to have
studied and acquired
knowledge to accelerate the pace of agricultural growth in
India. IARI's excellence in agriculture continues to shine.
We feel elated that since green revolution in late Sixties,
we are able to serve the society well for achieving
household food, nutrition and environmental security. We
are also required to give back to the best of our ability, and
see that IARI emerges a world class institute known for its
teaching, research and extension activities.

Dr R.S. Paroda

President

You would agree that we need to act fast to: 1) raise funds
to construct an impressive guest house-cum-office
building on Pusa campus, ii) senior alumni from within
India and abroad to become Adjunct/Visiting Professors
and assist the graduate school, iii) to institute awards,
foundation day lecture, special lectures etc. To accomplish
these, fortunately we have a committed Executive
Committee, trying hard to make a difference.

Finally, let us resolve to build a strong and vibrant alumni
association of which we can be proud of. Let us stay
connected, share our experiences and success stories
through this newsletter.

Wishing you all the best in your endeavours.
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Dr A K Singh
Chief Patron, IAA &
Director, IARI

Message from the Chief Patron

The ICAR-Indian Agricultural Research Institute (IARI) in New
Delhi, established in 1905 based on the land grant university
model of the United States, is a premier multidisciplinary
education and research-intensive national institute of ICAR. In
1958, it was recognized as a Deemed University by the
University Grants Commission (UGC). Before this recognition,
the institute provided an Associateship considered equivalent to
an M.Sc. degree by the UGC. Starting in 1958, IARI's Post
Graduate School began conferring M.Sc. and Ph.D. degrees. In
2022, the school was renamed The Graduate School, IARI, with
the initiation of undergraduate programs in Agriculture,
Community Science, Agricultural Engineering, and
Biotechnology. To date, The Graduate School, IARI has awarded
10,828 degrees to Masters, M.Tech, and Ph.D. students. The
alumni of IARI have established its national and global
reputation, occupying senior positions in the National
Agricultural Research, Education, and Extension System
(NAREES) and international organizations, including CGIAR
institutes. The JARI Alumni Association, founded in 1986, serves
as a national forum for past, current, and future alumni, playing a
key role in the growth of their alma mater towards becoming a
global university.

In January 2024, elections for the IARI Alumni Association were
held, and a new Executive Committee, led by Dr R.S. Paroda, a
visionary science leader, distinguished IARI alumnus, and
former Secretary DARE and Director General of ICAR, has
assumed responsibility. I firmly believe that under his leadership,
the IAA will significantly contribute to transforming the Indian
Agricultural Research Institute into a global university. I am
pleased to note that the IARI Alumni Association will release its
E-Newsletter during the Alumni meet scheduled for June 22,
2024. 1 wish the IARI Alumni Association Meet-2024 great
Success.
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Dr Anupama Singh
Patron, JAA &
Dean, TARI

Message from the Patron

ICAR-Indian Agricultural Research Institute (IARI) in New Delhi, established
119 years ago, is India's premier higher educational institution for agricultural
research, human resource development, and extension. It continues to lead
agricultural research, education, and extension in the country.

From 1905 to 1923, the institute was a sought-after center for postgraduate
training for officers of state departments of agriculture in India. Between 1923
and 1958, it offered a two-year Diploma of Associateship. In 1958, based on the
recommendations of the first Indo-American team on Agriculture, Education,
and Extension, and with support from the Rockefeller foundation, Post Graduate
School, now called The Graduate School was established. At present, it is
imparting Masters and PhD degrees in 26 disciplines of Agricultural Sciences.

In line with the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, undergraduate programs
in Agriculture, Biotechnology, Agricultural Engineering, and Community
Science have been launched in 2022. The Graduate School also organizes
refresher and capacity-building programs. From 135 students in 1958, the
student strength has grown to 2,687 today.

The Graduate School administration at IARI operates under the supervision of
the Dean and Joint Director (Education), reporting directly to the Director of
IARI and the Chair of the Academic Council. The Graduate School has been led
by world-renowned scientists as Vice-Chancellors and Deans, steering IARI
towards its human resource development objectives. In 2023, IARI was ranked
Ist in Agriculture and allied categories by the NIRF, Ministry of Education,
Government of India.

In recognition of its contributions to human resource development in agricultural
sciences, ICAR identified IARI in 2022 as the first deemed university to be
transformed into a Global University/ MERU. The Graduate School, IARI,
oversees academic regulation of 16 hub clusters involving 70 ICAR institutes
nationwide. A total of 1,036 scientists working in these hubs have been
recognized as faculty, and 955 students enrolled in undergraduate, masters, and
postgraduate programs in these hubs are currently on the roll of the Graduate
School. Efforts are ongoing for their recognition as IARI off-campus sites.

Committed to achieving the National Education Policy 2020 targets for
transforming IARI into a MERU and a global university, The Graduate School
has implemented several reforms. These include agripreneurship initiatives,
student commitments towards Sustainable Development Goals, national and
international adjunct faculty and professors, disciplinary regulations of
international standards, and the creation of an ecosystem for co-scholastic
development and capacity building.

The TARI Alumni Association (IAA), with 9903 members, is a vital body of
IARI. It is immensely satisfying that, with the guidance and support of the
Hon'ble DG ICAR, Secretary DARE, and Director IARI, and the dedicated
efforts of the institute's faculty, the Association has been revived after more than
a decade. I sincerely hope and pray that under the visionary leadership of Hon'ble
Padma Bhushan awardee and world-renowned alumnus Dr R.S. Paroda, former
DG ICAR and Secretary DARE, and with the support of prominent alumni on its
Executive Committee, the IAA, in collaboration with The Graduate School,
IARI, will facilitate the institute's rapid attainment of Global University status.
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Executive Committee of IARI Alumni Association

(2024-26)

IARI Alumni Association's Executive Committee (2024-26) elections, supervised by Dr P.S. Brahmanand
and guided by Dr A K. Singh, Director of IARI, were held on February 19, 2024. Below are brief biographies

of'the elected Executive Committee members.

President
Dr Rajendra Singh Paroda

Dr Raj Paroda, former Director
General of ICAR and Secretary of
DARE, Government of India, is a
distinguished scientist and
development practitioner. Known for modernizing
India's national agricultural research system, he was
awarded the Padma Bhushan in 1998. His numerous
accolades include the Rafi Ahmad Kidwai Prize,
ICAR Team Research Award, FICCI Award, and the
Norman E. Borlaug Award, among others. He has
served as President of the Indian Science Congress
and the National Academy of Agricultural Sciences.
He holds Honorary D.Sc. degrees from 21 universities
and is a Fellow of various prestigious science
academies. Dr Paroda was the founder chairman of the
Global Forum on Agricultural Research and served as
Executive Secretary of APAARI. He also chaired the
Farmers Commission of Haryana and held several key
advisory roles. Currently, he is on the Board of the
International Fertilizer Development Center and
chairs the Trust for Advancement of Agricultural
Sciences.

Vice President

Dr Rakesh Chandra
Agrawal

Dr Agrawal, born on June 1, 1963,
in Mathura, Uttar Pradesh, is a
NAAS fellow with an M.Sc. and Ph.D. from IARI.
Currently the Deputy Director General (Agriculture
Education) at ICAR, his career includes roles as an
FAO Consultant and Registrar General for the
Protection of Plant Varieties and Farmers' Rights
Authority. He has received prestigious the Rafi
Abhmed Kidwai Award, Dr B.R. Barwale Award, and
the Sir Syed Ahmed Khan Lifetime Achievement
Award. His research focuses on biodiversity
informatics, intellectual property rights, and
agricultural education.

Vice President
Dr Gagana Kumar Mahapatro

Dr Mahapatro, born in Koraput,
Odisha, earned his B.Sc. in
Agriculture in 1990 and received a

gold meda.l for his MSc in Agricultural Entomology in
1993. After completing his Ph.D. at IARI, New Delhi
in 1998, he served as an Assistant Professor at Kerala
Agricultural University. He was National Fellow at
ICAR. Currently a Principal Scientist, he is a Fellow
of the Entomological Society of India and the Society
of Plant Protection. He contributed significantly to
innovative pest management practices.

Secretary
Dr Anil Kumar Singh

Dr Singh, a NAAS fellow, was born
on April 29, 1952 in Kanpur, India.
He earned his MSc (1972) and PhD
(1977) from IARI, New Delhi, and
did postdoctoral research in Germany, the Philippines,
and the USA. He holds a D.Sc. (Honoris Causa). Dr
Singh has served as Deputy Director General (NRM)
at ICAR, Vice-Chancellor at Rajmata Vijayaraje
Scindia Krishi Vishwa Vidyalaya, Acting Director at
IARI, and Project Director at WTC. His research
includes soil-water-nutrient-plant interactions,
irrigation management, watershed management, crop
simulation, and remote sensing. His awards include
the Prof. S.K. Mukherjee Award, Dr C. Subramanium
Award, and the Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed Award.

Joint Secretary
Dr Sridhar Gutam

Dr Gutam, Principal Scientist at
ICAR-ITHR, Bengaluru, specializes

in plant physiology and phenology
of horticultural crops. He holds a
Ph.D from IARI, New Delhi. Founder of 'Open Access
India,' he advocates for Open Access, Open Data, and
Open Education. Gutam is also active in intellectual
property rights movement.
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Treasurer
Dr Rajarshi Roy Burman

Dr Burman born on February 26,
1972, in Kolkata, India, holds
degrees from BCKVYV, ICAR-
IARI, and CSAUA&T. He is working as ADG
(Agricultural Extension), ICAR HQs. He has received
numerous awards, including the NAAS Fellowship
and IARI Best Teacher Award. Research areas include
innovative agricultural extension models and ICT-led
extension.

Executive Committee Members

Dr Boddupalli Maruthi
Prasanna, born on August 31,
1965, in Bapatla, Guntur, is a 2009
NAAS Fellow. He earned his B.Sc.
(1985), M.Sc. (1987), and Ph.D.
(1991) from IARI, New Delhi.
Currently, he is Director of the
Global Maize Program at CIMMYT and One
CGIAR's Global Maize Breeding and Plant Health
Initiative Leader. His research focuses on maize
genetics and breeding.

Dr Malavika Dadlani, born on
August 20, 1951, in Varanasi, holds
a B.Sc. from BHU, M.Sc. from
IARI, DIT from IIT Kharagpur,
and a Ph.D. from Calcutta
University. She has held significant
positions at IARI, including
Principal Scientist and Joint Director (Research). She
is NAAS fellow. Herresearch focuses on seed science,
seed systems, and plant variety protection.

Dr A. Amarender Reddy, an
agricultural economist, is the Joint
Director of Crop Health Policy
Support Research at ICAR-
NIBSM, Raipur. With a Ph.D. from
ICAR-IARI, he began his career
with ICAR in 2001. He has wider
experience in working with MANAGE, ASCI,
ICRISAT and NABARD-BIRD. He is a columnist for
Business Line and the Tribune.

Dr V. Govindasamy, Senior
Scientist in the Division of
Microbiology at ICAR-IARI, New
Delhi, holds a Ph.D. from ICAR-
IARI and completed post-doctoral
training at Flinders University,
Australia. He specializes in plant
growth-promoting rhizobacteria. He received the

AMI Young Scientist Award (2011) and Outstanding
Young Researcher in PGPR Award (2022).

Dr Manu S. M., the youngest
member of the IAA Executive
Committee, is a Research Fellow at
IARI, New Delhi. He earned
degrees from UAS Bengaluru, UAS
Dharwad, and IARI, focusing on
microbial-mediated rice residue
management. He is enthusiastic about student
organizations and sports and earning the State Best
NSS Volunteer award.

Ex-Officio Members

Dr S.L. Mehta (Immediate Past
President) completed his Ph.D. in
1967 from IARI. He pursued post-
doctoral research at the University
of Alberta, Canada. In 1969, he
joined IARI as a Biochemist. He
was the Dean and Joint Director at
IARI in 1994-95, Deputy Director General
(Education) ICAR from 1995 to 2000, National
Director of NATP, and Vice-Chancellor of MPUAT,
Udaipur, from 2004 to 2008. He was awarded the
D.Sc. Honoris Causa from four State Agricultural
Universities.

Dr K.V. Prabhu (Immediate Past
Secretary), was born on May 20,
1958, in Hubli, Karnataka, was
Chairperson of the Protection of
Plant Varieties and Farmers' Rights
Authority, Govt. of India. He was
Joint Director (Research) at IARI
and received numerous awards, including the Borlaug
Award and Rafi Ahmad Kidwai Award. His research
focuses on plant breeding and genetics.

Shri Pushpendra Kumar,
Registrar & Joint Director
(Academic), brings over 20 years of
administrative experience within
ICAR. He is renowned for his
administrative expertise and
effective implementation of ICAR
policies across various institutions, including IART.

Mr. Shivam Choubey, President of
the Post Graduate School Student
Union (PGSSU) at IARI, New
Delhi, is pursuing a PhD in the
Agricultural Engineering Division.
An active student leader, he has a
strong interest in both academics and sports, and he

completed his MTech from IARI.
05
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IARI Alumni Gatherings in Odisha:

Nostalgia Reunited

Dr Petikam Srinivas, CHES (ICAR-ITHR), Bhubaneswar

As an alumnus of the prestigious Indian
Agricultural Research Institute (IARI), New Delhi,
I feel immense pride and fulfilment. This sentiment
is shared by many IARI alumni worldwide, evident
whenever we come together.

In 2013, a group of IARI alumni in Odisha initiated
efforts to connect fellow alumni in the state. After
two years of networking, a list of over 100 alumni
was compiled, along with contact details.
We established a Facebook Group
(https://www.facebook.com/groups/14678602546
7325) and a WhatsApp group to facilitate
communication.

On May 3, 2015, we held the first IARI alumni meet
in Bhubaneswar, coordinated by Dr P. Srinivas, Dr
Sandeep Kumar, Dr.Ananata Sarkar, Dr Manish
Kumar, Dr Totan Adak, and others. The event was a
great success, with 48 participants sharing their
IARI experiences and memories. They reminisced
about the influence of the IARI brand on their lives,
recalling interactions with teachers, researchers,
campus life, facilities, achievements, sports,
cultural activities, and hostel life, among other
things.

First IARI alumni meet (Odisha chapter) -2015,
Hotel Pal Heights, Bhubaneswar

The inaugural meet-up was a delightful experience
for participants from diverse backgrounds,
including current and retired employees of ICAR,
Civil Services, OUAT, private organizations, and
various State and Central agencies in Odisha.
Everyone appreciated the effort to organize this
inaugural gathering of IARI alumni in Odisha and
agreed unanimously to continue such events in the
future. Subsequent annual alumni gatherings, along
with their families, took place in Bhubaneswar on
March 6, 2016; July 30, 2017; September 2, 2018,
and November 9, 2019 (the first outstation alumni
meet at Barkul, Chilka Lake).

These gatherings included experience-sharing
sessions, singing, dancing, fostering camaraderie
and enjoyment. Discussions revolved around ways
for IARI alumni to contribute to social activities in
Odisha. During the latest alumni meet on April 28,
2024, we resolved to formalize the group by
registering it and initiating social initiatives, such as
organizing plantation programs and establishing
scholarships for deserving IARI students studying
in JARI hubs. Over the years, numerous IARI
alumni from Odisha have excelled in various fields,
and we proudly celebrate their achievements on our
forums and WhatsApp group.

Each year, attendees were given
mementos, including keychains, potted
plants, water bottles, and fruit Kkits,
adorned with the IARI logo and the
respective year. However, we
acknowledge the need for further efforts
to establish a substantial presence of
IARI alumni in Odisha.
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Timeline of Key Events
in the History of IARI, New Delhi

Year Events

1905 Agricultural Research Institute (ARI) was established on 1 April 1905 at Pusa,
Bihar, with financial assistance of Henry Phipps, Jr.

1905 Phipps Laboratory, the main building of the Agriculture Research Institute
founded at Pusa in 1905

1911 Renamed as Imperial Institute of Agricultural Research

1919 Renamed as Imperial Agricultural Research Institute

1934 The institute was damaged during the devastating Bihar earthquake of
15 January 1934.

1936 The new campus at New Delhi was inaugurated on 29 July 1936

1947 Renamed as Indian Agricultural Research Institute (IARI), and remained an
Institute under the Government of India till 1966.

1955 IARI celebrated its golden jubilee

1958 Institute was recognized as a '""Deemed University"

1964-66 The Role of IARI in the Seeds of the Green Revolution

1966 TIARI came under ICAR

1986 Foundation Executive committee of IARI Alumni 1986-87
2005 IARI celebrated its centenary 2005

2023 16 TARI hubs for graduate education

Honours 1 Bharat Ratna; 4 World Food Prizes, 13 Padma Awards

IARI, New Delhi (2024)




Our Distinguished Alumni

7 Dr Rattan Lal

The Ohio State University
~*  Columbus, OH 43210, USA

My Reflections on the Journey into the
World of Science

My journey in the world of agricultural science has
been a testament to resilience, determination, and a
lifelong commitment to advancing our
understanding of the soil and its vital role in
sustaining life. Born in pre-partition Punjab, I
witnessed firsthand the profound changes brought
by historical events. After the partition of 1947, my
family settled in Rajaund, Haryana, where my
father farmed using traditional methods. These
early experiences in the fields of Haryana deeply
ingrained in me a love and respect for the soil.

My academic journey began in 1959 at the
Government Agricultural College in Ludhiana. 1
graduated with top honors in 1963 from Punjab
Agricultural University (PAU). This was the
foundation that set me on a path of discovery and
innovation.

In 1963, I had the privilege of joining the Indian
Agricultural Research Institute (IARI) in the
Department of Soil Science and Agricultural
Chemistry. I was fortunate to receive an
Assistantship from The Rockefeller Foundation,
which allowed me to focus entirely on my research.
At IARI, I found mentors who would shape my
academic and professional journey profoundly. Dr
Bill C. Wright and Dr Guy Baird were part of my
academic advisory committee, while Dr T.D.
Biswas and Dr R.K. Chatterjee served as my
primary professors. Additionally, the guidance of
Dr Rajendra Prasad, Dr B. Ramamurty, and
Dr N.P. Dutta was invaluable to my development as
a scientist. The then Director of the Rockefeller
Foundation in Delhi, Dr Ralph Cummings Sr., also
played a significantrole in supporting my work.

My research at IARI culminated in a thesis entitled
"Soil Physical Properties Under Maize Cultivation

Distinguished University Professor of Soil Science
Director, CFAES Rattan Lal Center for Carbon Management and Sequestration

in Different Regions of India." I graduated with an
M.Sc. degree in 1965, achieving the highest grade-
point average in my class. The recognition I
received, including two gold medals presented by
Sh. C. Subramaniam, then Minister of Agriculture
of India, was a proud moment and a testament to the
rigorous training and support [ received at IARI.

IARI Convocation in 1965 for MSc Degree. Rattan Lal
was awarded two gold medals by Minister of
Agriculture Sh. C. Subramaniam. Dean A.B. Joshi is
pictured in the background.

Following my time at IARI, I pursued a Ph.D. in soil
physics at The Ohio State University. My academic
journey also took me to Australia and Nigeria,
where I conducted international research that
broadened my understanding and perspectives. In
1987, I returned to Ohio State to establish the
Carbon Management and Sequestration Center,
which has since evolved into the CFAES Rattan Lal
Center for Carbon Management and Sequestration.
I am also Chair of Soil Science and Goodwill
Ambassador for Sustainable Development Issues
for the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation in
Agriculture, San Jose, Costa Rica.

Throughout my career, I have had the privilege of
mentoring 125 graduate students, 15 undergraduate
honors students, 82 postdoctoral researchers, and
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188 visiting scholars from around the world. My
research contributions include over 3,000 published
works, 20 books written and 83 books edited. Being
ranked #1 globally and in the U.S. among
Agricultural Scientists by Research.com in 2023
and 2024, and being consistently listed by
Clarivate/Thomson Reuters as one of the World’s
Most Influential Scientific Minds and Highly Cited
Researchers from 2014 to 2023, with total citations
reaching 150,000 by mid 2024 are honors that I
deeply cherish.

My journey has been adorned with numerous
accolades, including the World Food Prize, Japan
Prize, and Padma Shri Award. I have been
recognized as a global leader in soil science, earning
honors such as the Nobel Peace Prize Certificate
from the IPCC and the Mahatma Gandhi Award for
Environmental Protection.

As an alumnus of Punjab Agricultural University,
IARI, and Ohio State University, I remain deeply
connected to my roots. The education and
experiences 1 gained at IARI were pivotal in
shaping my career and enabling me to contribute to
the field of soil science significantly. My legacy, I
hope, serves as an inspiration to aspiring scientists
worldwide, demonstrating the transformative
power of knowledge and dedication. In 2021,
receiving an honorary Doctor of Science degree
from IARI was a profound honour, bringing my
journey full circle and reinforcing the lasting impact
of TARI on my life and career.

My Days at IARI

Dr Ramesh Chand,
Member, NITI Aayog,
Government of India, New
Delhi.

I came to the IARI for
Ph.D. studies by sheer luck.
On completion of my
M.Sc. in Agriculture
Economics from Punjab Agricultural University,
Ludhiana, in 1979 I was fascinated to join some
bank as Agriculture Finance Officer, which was the
course followed by most of my peers and batch
mates. However, a class fellow of mine, who was
an in-service candidate, and has much better
understanding of the world, convinced me to go for
Ph.D. as he felt that my bent of mind was for higher
studies. So, I tried to take admission in Ph.D. in

Punjab Agricultural University, Ludhiana but did
not succeed. I then joined the Department of
Economics and Sociology as a Research Assistant.

I was staying in a hostel room and Mr. Dhani Ram
Kalita from Assam, a Ph.D. student of the same
Department, was my neighbour. He used to visit
IARI to get data analysis done at the Computer
Centre of IASRI. He used to take my help in his
data analysis and thesis writing work. Mr. Kalita
convinced me to try for PhD at the Division of
Agriculture Economics in IARI. He even identified
a guide for me and said that he wished me to do
Ph.D. under the supervision of Dr C.C. Maji (such
name was quite unfamiliar to me and I mistook this
name as C. Simhaji). Dr Klita brought admission
form for me during his next visit to Delhi and I
applied for admission to Ph.D. in IARI. Because of
the fascination created by Dr Kalita about IARI, I
prepared hard for the admission and interview. My
interview went very well and I was taken for Ph.D.
in a batch of eight Ph.D. students in September
1980.

I found IARI to be a very fascinating academic
place as Dr Kalita had told me. The Division of
Agricultural Economics had a very impressive,
reputed and dedicated faculty. 1 was allotted to
Dr C.C. Maji who I consider as the best teacher and
a genius in the area of agriculture economics. He
used to take our class at the end of the day lasting
two to three hours with a ten minutes break of
smoking for him. Dr Maji had a tremendous energy
and stamina. Even in those days when xerox was a
luxury, he used to supply photocopies of two or
three papers in each class sessions to each student.
That was very helpful in understanding the genesis
and foundation of each theme he covered in his
course. Professor Dayanatha Jha, Prof. Muralidhar
and Dr Praduman Kumar were the other star faculty
members of the Division.

The best part of the Division was that it was UNDP
advance centre for teaching in agriculture
economics in those years. Each trimester a visiting
Professor from the top agriculture economics
Departments in the world used to teach a course to
us. I got opportunity of taking course with reputed
professors like Dr Earl Heady from IOWA State
University, Dr John Dillon, from University of New
England, Armidale, Prof. Alain de Janvry from UC
Berkeley, Prof. Sabiro Yamada from Japan, and
Prof. Fisher from USA. It is difficult to get

09
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opportunity to study under such reputed professors
in one university even in a developed country. I
consider it as an exceptionally unique opportunity
for my learning as a Ph.D. student.

The Division of Agricultural Economics also used
to organise one or two Seminars every month by
reputed national and international agriculture
economists. The debates in such seminars were
very enriching. My guide Dr C.C. Maji left the
Division to join as ADG, ICAR and I was feeling
thoroughly disheartened. He had great plans for me
to work in the area of System Theory. I was then
allotted to Dr Praduman Kumar, who gave a very
challenging research topic to me which greatly
influenced my future research career. I also have
strong memories of my interaction with Dr
Dayanand Jha, who was another strong pillar of that
Division Dr Jha also left the Division after
sometime to join the International Food Policy
Research Institute at Washington D.C., USA.

I was deeply impressed by the activities of the Post
Graduate Student Union in arranging lectures by
top public figures. A few months after I joined
IARI, PGSU organized a talk by late Chaudhary
Charan Singh, former PM of India. He spoke on
development priorities and lamented that India was
spending so much public resources on Asian
Games. He shared calculations on how much
irrigation potential could be created if the same
money was not used for Tamasha like Asian Games.
It was an eye opener for me and left strong
impression on my mind to always carefully do
benefit cost analysis of alternative uses of public
resources before suggesting area for spending. The
other two lectures I vividly remember were by
Dr.Subramanian Swami and Dr M.S. Swaminathan.
A student asked Subramanian Swami why he left

The Foundation Executive Committee
(1986-87) - President Dr N.N. Goswami,
Chief Patron Dr A.M. Michael, Vice-
Presidents Dr M. Ahluwalia and Dr (Mrs.)
D. Srivastava, Secretaries Dr D.K. Kishore
and Dr N.K. Dadlani, Joint-Secretaries Dr
(Ms.) A. Sarbhoy, Mr. M.M. Dawan, and Mr.
I. Bhattacharya, Treasurer Dr R.K. Rattan, and
Members Dr (Mrs.) R. Raman, Dr S.K.
Duggal, and Dr N.K. Dadlani.

the top-notch US university and academics and
joined politics in India? I still remember the answer
given by Dr Swami which was “there is politics
everywhere also in academics; 1 feel much more
comfortable in politics proper than in academic
politics”. These speakers were great orators. Dr
Swaminathan left us highly inspired with his story
to leave the offer of IPS and instead went on
pursuing Ph D and research career.

I should not forget to mention the knowledge I
gained from various by eminent speakers in BP Pal
Auditorium, especially lectures before the
convocations.

Because of family pressure I got married during Ph.
D. studies in year 1982. I stayed with my wife in
Varsha Hostel. The education and hostel in IARI
was so subsidised that we could manage with the
fellowship amount with only a little extra support
from family. I am still keeping some of the books I
purchased using contingency grant. In those days, I
and my wife visited CP several times by spending
only one rupee (hostel to IARI gate on bicycle then
DTC bus by spending 20 paisa ticket per person one
way, two glasses of water in CP by spending 5 paisa
each and 10 paisa for parking at cycle stand). I
consider that period as the most memorable and the
best period of my life.

Before submitting my thesis, I got the job of
Assistant Professor at Punjab Agricultural
University Ludhiana and submitted my thesis from
there. Thanks to the theme of my dissertation

suggested by my guide Dr P Kumar, I got Jawaharlal
Nehru Award for its outstanding research
contribution. My Ph. D. study at IARI laid a very
strong foundation of my professional career. I give
the entire credit for my professional achievements
and career growth to this great Institution.




TARI Alumni Association Newsletter

Memoirs from our Super Seniors

Dr Prabhakar Tamboli
Born December 19,1928, 1952 Batch Alumni

I am one of the oldest members of the [ARI Alumni
Association. As a Madhya Bharat Government
Scholar, I graduated from the Department of Soil
Science in 1952. The convocation, held in
Parliament House and addressed by Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru, was a memorable moment for
me. [ completed my Ph.D. from Iowa State
University with a Rockefeller Foundation
Fellowship.

Dr Prabhakar Receiving Degree from Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru at the IARI Convocation,
Parliament House, 1952.

I have worked as faculty at the University of
Maryland, USA, and held positions at FAO, UN,
and the World Bank in Washington DC.

Dr Prabhakar's Book Release at IARI Alumni
Conference, Feb 18, 2012, Attended by Agriculture
Minister Mr. Rawat.

A Coincidental Startat IARI

My journey to IARI was marked by a series of
serendipitous events. I had applied for admission to
both Banaras Hindu University (BHU) for

pharmacology and IARI, initially joining BHU in
July. The admission process for IARI was set for
September-October. I received the interview letter
from IARI at 8 PM the night before the interview,
leaving me only 15 hours to act. With
determination, I took a rickshaw from Banaras to
Mughal Sarai, caught a train to Delhi, and made it to
the interview by 11 AM, securing my admission that
very day.

Remembering the Faculty

During my time, Dr B.P. Pal served as the Director
of IARI, and Dr S.P. Ray Choudhury headed the
Soil Science Department. My guide was Dr R.V.
Tamhane. Dr Dakshina Murty led the Soil Physics
division, and Dr Gulati was in charge of Soil
Biology. Research assistant Mr. Biswas developed a
cow dung (gobar) biogas plant as early as 1950. Dr
A.B. Joshi taught botany. Dr M.S. Swaminathan
was two years senior to me, and Dr H.K. Jain was in
my batch.

Staying Connected with IARI & the Alumni
Association

From 1954-58, Dr B.P. Pal led the All India
Coordinated Project of ICAR in collaboration with
the Technical Cooperation Mission (TCM) of the
USA, focusing on soil testing and fertilizer use. Dr
O.P. Goutam and Dr N.P. Dutta were in charge of
agronomic trials and soil test crop response studies.
I worked as a coordinator for Madhya Bharat and
visited IARI for quarterly progress meetings.

2012: 1 participated in the IARI Alumni Association
conference celebrating the Golden Jubilee
Convocation of the Post Graduate School on
February 18. At this conference, I launched my
book "Revitalizing Higher Agriculture
Education—Journey Towards Excellence," co-
authored with Y.L. Nene. The event was presided
over by the State Minister of Agriculture, Mr.
Rawat, and attended by the DG of ICAR.

2020: On the suggestion of Dr R. Paroda, I helped
IARI start a postgraduate course titled
"International Crop Production-Issues and
Challenges of the 21st Century," a course I have
been teaching at the University of Maryland since
1992.

My story reflects my dedication and lifelong

connection to IARI and its community.
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Dr G. Trivedi

Former Vice Chancellor,
RAU Pusa, Born
February 15, 1930, 1960-
63 Batch Alumni

The members of the IARI

Alumni Association have

rightly elected Dr R.S.
Paroda unopposed as President. Dr Paroda will
provide the necessary leadership to address the
various issues faced by the alumni and IARIT.

I joined as a Ph.D. student in 1960 and completed
my studies in 1963. I was part of perhaps the second
batch in extension. I remember the homely
atmosphere where Director B.P. Pal, Dean A.B.
Joshi, Dr O.P. Gautam, Dr Swaminathan, and other
highly qualified scientists provided excellent
guidance and created a conducive teaching and
learning environment.

I had to purchase a bicycle as it was difficult to
attend classes without one. Initially, classes were
held in the Agronomy Division as the Extension
Division did not have a separate building, and I also
attended classes in Soil Science and Agricultural
Chemistry. In the beginning, there were only a few
faculty members in extension and limited courses.

One of the greatest challenges during the Ph.D.
program was deciding on the research area and
field. During this time, stalwarts like Dr Udai
Pareek and Dr S.N. Singh joined the faculty. I was
assigned Dr Pareek as my guide. He was a
renowned social scientist specializing in human
behavior. He tasked me with developing a scale to
measure qualitative characteristics by quantifying
them, a special step towards helping weaker
sections of society objectively.

The PG school was established with the assistance
of the Rockefeller Foundation of the USA. The
experts were always available to help faculty and
students. For example, once they noticed students
waiting to use a calculating machine in a Statistics
class, a Rockefeller fellow immediately took a
teacher and a student to the market and bought
several machines within a few hours, making them
available to the students. This exemplifies the
support the faculty provided to students' careers. Dr
Pal, Dr Joshi, Dr Swaminathan, and Dr Randhawa
often visited hostels, spending hours enjoying the
company of students.

During Holi festivals, we students would visit their
residences, where they offered snacks, sweets, and
other treats, enjoying the festivities with us. I was
elected president of the student's union and
interacted regularly with IARI officials and the
Ministry of Agriculture. On Sunday evenings, the
messes were closed, so most of us would go out and
return late at night. Patel Nagar was our
marketplace, and we often went there on foot or by
bicycle.

The examinations were conducted on a tight
schedule, with term exams, quizzes, and midterms
taking place as required. Grades were announced,
and examination papers were returned to students. It
was challenging to know the examiner for
comprehensive exams. Teachers were very helpful
but maintained confidentiality. During my
comprehensive exam, 1 had no knowledge of the
examiner's identity. While waiting in the
auditorium, a tall personality entered, and my guide
informed me that he was the examiner. It was M.N.
Srinivasan, the author of "India's Villages." I was
shocked and nervous, needing to drink 2-3 glasses
of water to calm down.

The comprehensive examination lasted two hours
with all members of my advisory committee. I
answered their questions covering the entire field of
rural development and agriculture. I was very
enthusiastic and enjoyed the examination and
interview process. The leadership at IARI provided
me with the capacity to work hard and adapt to
difficult situations.

I extend my best wishes to the Association and hope
that IARI continues to lead in various areas of
agriculture, particularly with farmer participation.

First meeting of the current executive committee
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Our Alumni in News

Dr Ravi Kota, IAS, appointed as the 51st Chief Secretary of Assam since April 1,2024, is
an IARI alumnus and Ph.D. gold medallist in Agronomy (1990-93 batch). With 31 years of
leadership experience in the Indian Administrative Service, he specializes in food, agriculture,
human resources, urban infrastructure, and internal security. Before his current role, he served as
Minister (Economic) at the Indian Embassy in Washington DC and as Joint Secretary of the
Fifteenth Finance Commission.

Dr Ravi Kota, Chief Secretary, Assam

IARI in Media

IARI Assam administrative building inaugurated

Union Minister Arjun Munda inaugurated the administrative, academic buildings, hostels, and guest
houses at ICAR-IARI, Assam on March 4, 2024. He emphasized the development of climate-resilient
crops and the Central Government's efforts to address agricultural gaps in the North-East, noting the
Prime Minister's focus on the region.

Union Minister of State Kailash Choudhary urged scientists to leverage the North East's natural
diversity and promote organic and natural farming, linking research with entrepreneurship.

Dr Himanshu Pathak, Secretary (DARE) and Director General (ICAR), emphasized the region's
potential and the need for research and development. Dr A. K. Singh, Director of ICAR-IARI, and
Dr Ranoj Pegu, Assam's Education Minister, acknowledged IARI Assam's efforts, stressing the
importance of research in plant, animal, and fish diversity and environmental conservation. MP Pradan
Baruah expressed hopes for the Institute's impact on young minds in Northeast India.
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Announcements

Call for Fundraising

As proud IARI alumni, we share a unique bond and
deep gratitude for the education and experiences
we gained on campus. Our alma mater provided us
with an excellent education, friendships, and
memories that have positively shaped our lives.

Now, we have an opportunity to give back and
ensure current and future students enjoy the same
enriching experience. The IARI Alumni
Association is launching a fundraising campaign
to support many initiatives. These include
instituting Scholarships, Awards and Financial
support for International Travels and small
Research Grants to students and alumni of IARI;
Offering grants for travel and short visits of experts
from other countries to teach and interact with
young students; Creating Distinguished Professor
Chairs in the areas of cutting edge science to
mentor and supervise students' research;
expanding Outreach Programmes etc. It also plans
to build a IAA complex in the campus housing an
Alumni Guest House and other amenities to
facilitate its activities.

IAA requests its members, as well as other
individuals and organisations to come forward
with generous contributions, donations,
endowments etc. so that together we can transform
IARI into a truly global university.

Ways to contribute

1. Banktransfer:
Account Name: [ARI Alumni Association
AccountNo. 90292010017848.
IFSC Code: CNR80019029

2. Mail a Check: Send your contribution to
Treasurer, JARI Alumni Association, ICAR
Indian Agricultural Research Institute, Pusa
Campus, New Delhi- 110012.

Please share this message with fellow alumni and
friends of IARI. By spreading the word, you amplify
our collective impact.

Appeal for Regional Chapters

The IARI Alumni Association is committed to
fostering engagement among all alumni throughout
the year. We organize various academic and
community activities, such as guest lectures,
regional chapter gatherings, and cultural events.

As IARI expands across India with its 16 hubs, there
is a growing need to nurture and develop regional
IARI Alumni chapters. We believe that utilizing the
existing infrastructure of IARI hubs, including
conference halls and sports facilities, provides an
excellent opportunity to facilitate interaction
between alumni, students, and faculty members.

Let's join hands to strengthen our bond and
contribute to the continued success and growth of
our alma mater.

TARI Web and Social Media Links

Institute website : http://iari.res.in/IARI Alumni web page: https://iari.res.in/en/alumni-association.php

IARI Assam web page: https://www.iari.res.in/en/iari-assam.php

IARI Jharkhand web page: http://www.iarij.res.in/
Twitter:@jiaripusal
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Secretary's Report

It is my privilege to give a
brief report of the activities
of the newly elected IARI
Alumni Association (IAA).
It may be mentioned thatas a
result of the initiative taken
and support provided by Dr
A K.Singh, Director, IARI &
Chief Patron, JAA and Dr
Anupama Singh, Dean and Joint Director
(Education) & Patron, 1AA, the elections to the
Executive Committee (EC) were successfully
conducted by Dr P.S. Brahmanand, Projector, Water
Technology Centre, IARI, Returning Officer &
Chairman, Election Committee and his team. The
results were formally announced on 19.02.2024. It
is a privilege for the IAA to be headed by Dr R.S.
Paroda one of most distinguished alumnus, as
President, IAA. The very first EC meeting was held
on Feb. 26, 2024 followed by two meetings in April
and May 2024. The Local Office Bearers (LOB)
meetings were also held to review the progress
periodically.

In addition to increasing the visibility of IAA, it was
strongly felt that IARI Alumni should play a greater
role in taking forward IARI to attain the status of a
Global University. Since the Bye Laws of the I[AA
had been formulated a fairly long time back, a

and necessary action taken. Similarly, designs were
invited from the students of IARI and a new logo of
[AA was finalized. Since the information available
in the JARI Alumni Directory was incomplete, the
process of compiling and completing it was also
initiated. In modern era, the website of any
organization is very important and it is being
revamped through unstinted support of Dr R.C.
Agarwal, DDG (Agric. Education) & Vice
President, IAA. It was also expressed that Alumni
Associations of many well-known institutions in
the country have Alumni centres/complexes where
alumni stay, meet, interact with staff and students
and overall, help their Alma Mater to develop and
progress further. A committee was constituted for
this purpose and the process initiated. An office
space has been provided temporarily from which
TAA has started functioning and courtesy Dr A K.
Singh, Director, IARI, the IAA would be having a
proper office in a few months' time.

IARI Alumni has undoubtedly contributed very
significantly, nationally and internationally,
towards food, nutrition, environmental and
livelihood security of billions of farmers through
agricultural research, education and extension.
They have left an ineradicable mark in their chosen
profession. EC unanimously decided to honor them
on this occasion when IARI Alumni Meet is being

revision in the bye laws was also ; : €22,2024.
Appeal for inputs

As we wrap up this inaugural issue of the IARI Alumni Newsletter, we extend our heartfelt appreciation for your
enthusiastic support. This newsletter serves as a platform to unite our vibrant and dynamic community of IARI
Alumni.

Our goal is to keep you informed about the latest developments at IARI and IA A amongst our alumni, while also

highlighting their remarkable achievements in both personal and professional spheres. Through your stories, we
celebrate the diversity, unity, and impact that define our community.

In this issue, we featured inspiring messages from Alumni Association President Dr R.S. Paroda, IARI Director Dr
A K. Singh, and Dean Dr Anupama. We introduced the new Executive Committee, shared testimonials from
esteemed alumni, provided updates from IARI regional chapters and showcased alumni success stories. The Bharat
Ratna award conferred upon our esteemed alumni Dr M.S. Swaminathan is a remarkable milestone deserving
special celebrations. We hope these stories have inspired you, evoked memories, and deepened your connection to
IARI.

We take immense pride in the milestones achieved by our institution and its alumni. Our true strength lies in our
shared experiences and collective aspirations. Looking ahead, we are dedicated to fostering deeper connections and
creating more opportunities for engagement.

Your feedback is invaluable to us. Please share your thoughts, stories, and ideas for future issues. Together, we can
ensure that this newsletter remains a valuable resource for all.

Stay connected, stay inspired, and continue to take pride in being part of the incredible legacy of IARI.
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Bharat Ratna Conferred Posthumously on
Dr M.S. Swaminathan

Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced
on Feb. 9, 2024 that the late Indian agricultural
scientist M.S. Swaminathan would be
conferred the Bharat Ratna. He said that
Dr Swaminathan's visionary leadership has not
only transformed Indian agriculture but also
ensured the nation's food security and

prosperity.

The President of India, Her Excellency
Smt Droupadi Murmu, presented the
Bharat Ratna at an Investiture Ceremony
held at Rashtrapati Bhavan on
March 30, 2024. On behalf of the late
Dr M.S. Swaminathan, The Bharat Ratna
was received by his daughter
Dr Nitya Rao.

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modiji's tweet on February 9, 2024

'@0 Narendra Modi £

y @narendramodi

It is a matter of immense joy that the Government of India is conferring
the Bharat Ratna on Dr. MS Swaminathan Ji, in recognition of his
monumental contributions to our nation in agriculture and farmers’
welfare. He played a pivotal role in helping India achieve self-reliance in
agriculture during challenging times and made outstanding efforts
towards modernizing Indian agriculture. We also recognise his invaluable
work as an innovator and mentor and encouraging learning and research
among several students. Dr. Swaminathan’s visionary leadership has not
only transformed Indian agriculture but also ensured the nation’s food
security and prosperity. He was someone | knew closely and | always
valued his insights and inputs.

Edited by: Dr A. Amarender Reddy Published by : IARI Alumni Association, Pusa Campus, New Delhi — 110012.
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